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In his Inaugural Address on January 1 of this year, Mayor Vigeant outlined his plan, as Chair of 

the Marlborough School Committee, to ensure that we prepare our graduates with the skills needed 

for success in the 21st century economy, specifically the needs of the ever-growing boom in the 

life sciences and tech industries ringing Marlborough.  Just this week Gov. Baker addressed the 

BIO International Convention, touting the state’s STEM investment, including workforce 

development, much of which is targeting high schools. 

I would submit to you that we are well on our way to fulfilling this workforce development plan, 

a plan whose seeds were sown several years ago with the birth of our STEM teams at the middle 

and high schools. Over the years we have perfected this model, tweaking here and adding layers 

there, as we proudly look at the fruits of our labor borne out by these graduates, well-prepared for 

college and career, here before us today. Go ahead and ask one of the 108 graduates how they 

earned the STEM cord they are wearing today and I bet you will get 108 different stories of how 

Marlborough High School is transforming education. 

Did you know that this spring 369 Advanced Placement exams were taken by 150 of these 

graduates? 

Did you know that 83 % of these graduates are enrolling in college? 

Did you know that 6 students today – Heidi DiPersio, Erin Doherty, Madison Hediger, Courtney 

Matthews, Thomas Redden, and Maria Stefanova – are sporting a Global Competency Cord to 

signify that they have demonstrated the competencies needed for life and work in a global 

economy? 

Did you know that 4 of our Mandarin scholars traveled to China last summer to study Chinese 

language and culture, while taking college courses and that every year we are represented by at 

least one Marlborough High School student in the Bridges to Malawi medical mission, bringing 

medical supplies and care to an impoverished African nation? 

Did you know that, at no cost to families, our students can earn, while completing their 

Marlborough High School graduation requirements, upwards of 12 credits in Computer Science, 

Engineering, Biotechnology or Healthcare from Quinsigamond Community College or elect a 

credentialing pathway that leads to a CNC Technologies Certificate, a Help Desk Technician 

Certificate, or an EMT Certificate.   



 

2 
 

Just ask Alyssa O’Leary and Florence Ng.  These students each earned 26 credits while still in 

high school – that is a full year of college coursework.   

Overall the class of 2018 has accrued 688 college credits, representing 228 courses completed.  

This is quite an accomplishment! 

Did you know that 22 members of the class of 2018 participated in STEM work-based learning 

with industry partners such as Boston Scientific, Dow, Geisel Software, HBM, Hologic, National 

Grid, Nypro, Quest Diagnostics, Raytheon, Sunovion, GE Healthcare Life Sciences, and UMASS 

Memorial Marlborough Hospital? 

Just ask Bryanna Noronha, who completed an internship and mentored others in their internship 

at UMASS Memorial Marlborough Hospital, developing a Week of Wellness to promote 

awareness and reduce mental health stigma, who facilitated a moon landing project to increase 

enthusiasm about STEM with younger students, and who will go to college with a biology major 

on a pre-med track. 

Just ask Julianna Cognetta, whose wheel chair never held her back from setting and achieving 

goals, as she served a Raytheon internship, interned as an Assistive Technology Engineer with the 

Department of Development Services, created and launched a student website, and is enrolling in 

WPI as a biomedical engineering major. 

Yes, Marlborough High School has done a good job of helping you get into college, but that’s not 

why we are here.  We are here to make sure that you get through college.  We are here to make 

sure that you have the ability to match your skill set with a career pathway or credentialing program 

that enables you to fill the jobs that are waiting for you right here in Marlborough. Looking at the 

accomplishments of the class of 2018, we have been successful. 

 

 

 

 

 


